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his views on this difficult subject were enunciated
with vigour when he presided over the Muslim
Educational Conference in Delhi at the time of the
Coronation Durbar of the late King Edward VII.
Such a statement of policy would now cause no great
furore. Then, in the state of Muslim unprepared-
ness, it created a tremendous sensation, for here was
the leader, the lineal descendant of the Prophet,
telling Muslims that they were intolerably wrong in
many of their interpretations.
" We are undertaking a formidable task," he said,
" when we attempt to correct and remodel the ideals
of our people, but for the task before us we Indian
Muslims have many advantages. We have the
advantage of living under a Government which
administers justice evenly between rich and poor and
between persons of different breed and class ; in
the second place, we enjoy complete freedom to
devise plans for the amelioration of our people. We
have no reason to suppose that our deliberations
will be abruptly closed if we propose schemes of
education other than those approved by the Govern-
ment ... we know that under the protection of
British rule we shall be allowed to work out to the
end any plans for social or economic salvation which
we may devise. . . . These are privileges which our
co-religionists in Turkey and Persia, who are not
British subjects, do not possess. . , . How have the
Indian Muslims taken advantage of the opportunities
which Providence has placed in their way ?
" We must all acknowledge with shame and regret
that so far we have failed. . . . There are a certain